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NATIONAL'MUSEUM
AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY





NU (SO?)-TEST YOUR J*IQ
Quiz yourself on how much you know about American Jewish history by answering True or False to the following statements. You’ll probably learn more than you might expect.
1. The oldest existing synagogue in North America, located in Newport, Rhode Island was founded in 1763 by the Spanish-Portuguese community from Amsterdam.
True
False

2. Kahal Kadosh (Holy Community) Mikveh Israel (Hope of Israel) in Philadelphia dedicated land for a cemetery (the first step in forming a Jewish community) in the year 1740.








True 


False

3. In 1761, the first English prayer book for the High Holidays was published in New York. 

True


False

4. In 1838, Rebecca Gratz established the first Hebrew Sunday School in Philadelphia.







True 


False
5. Solomon Schechter published an English translation of the Hebrew Bible, the first translation of the entire Bible into English by a Jew in 1853.

True


False

6. Irving Berlin, a famous Jewish lyricist, wrote the words to God Bless America in 1938. He also wrote White Christmas and the Easter Parade theme.  Soon after, he established the God Bless America Fund, dedicating the royalties to the Boy and Girl Scouts of America.









True


False
7. The first rabbinical seminary to admit women was the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 1968 located in Boston.




True


False
8. In a joint venture between B’nai B’rith and the National Museum of American Jewish History the Statue of Religious Liberty was relocated from Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park in 1985 to the front of the Museum on 5th street, where it stands today.  

True

False
9. The first female Rabbi ever ordained (installed) was by the Reform movement in 1972.

True


False

10. In 1993, Ruth Bader Ginsburg became the first Jewish woman appointed to the United States Supreme Court.





True 


False

11. The first major-party Jewish nominee for Vice-President was Joseph Lieberman (Democratic Senator from Connecticut) in the year 2000.          True

False

This is just a sampling of some of the information you might learn (and much more) from a visit to OR outreach from the National Museum of American Jewish History! See you soon…
*J=Jewish
Please see the back of this sheet for the answers.(
ANSWERS TO NU (SO?)-TEST YOUR J*IQ
1. True. For more information on the TOURO SYNAGOGUE in Newport Rhode Island, please visit http://tourosynagogue.org/
2. True. For more information on Kahal Kodosh Mikveh Israel, please visit http://mikvehisrael.org/
3. False. In 1761, the first English prayer book for High Holidays was published in PHILADELPHIA. The Jewish Publication Society (JPS), located in Philadelphia was first founded in 1888 to provide the children of Jewish immigrants to America with books about their heritage in the language of the New World. JPS is the oldest publisher of Jewish titles in the English language. For more information about the Jewish Publication Society, please visit http://www.jewishpub.org/about/
4. True. For more information on Rebecca Gratz, please visit The Jewish Women’s Archive at http://www.jwa.org/exhibits/wov/gratz/
5. False. ISAAC LEESER published an English translation of the Hebrew Bible, the first translation of the entire Bible into English by a Jew in 1853.  SOLOMON SCHECTER was a scholar, teacher and Rabbi who was a founding father of the Conservative movement.  For more information on the Conservative movement, please visit The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism at http://www.uscj.org/index1.html
6. True. For more information on Irving Berlin, please visit Jewish Virtual Library at http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/berlin.html
7. False. The first rabbinical seminary to admit women was the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 1968 located just outside of PHILADELPHIA in Wyncote, PA.  For more information on the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, please visit http://www.rrc.edu/
8. True. For more information on B’nai B’rith, please visit http://bnaibrith.org/
For more information on the Statue of Religious Liberty and its sculptor, Sir Moses Jacob Ezekiel, please visit http://www.bbliberty.org/index_files/page0010.htm
9. True. On June 3, 1972, Hebrew Union College president Alfred Gottschalk ordained SALLY JANE PRIESAND at the Plum Street Temple in Cincinnati. For more information on the Reform movement, please visit The Union For Reform Judaism at http://urj.org/index.cfm Thirteen years later, the first woman rabbi to be ordained (installed) by the Conservative movement was AMY EILBERG in 1985.
10. True. For more information about Ruth Bader Ginsburg and The U.S. Supreme Court, please visit http://www.supremecourtus.gov/about/about.html
11. True. For more information about Senator Joeseph Lieberman, please visit http://lieberman.senate.gov/
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