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Prayer from the Congregation of Richmond, Virginia, 1789 

Can you find this artifact? 

 

This is in the style of an acrostic.  This means each line begins with a 

certain letter, so that all these first letters down one side of the page 

spells out something important, like a name.  Because this is Hebrew, the 

first letters are along the right side of the page. 

 

This acrostic spells out a name beginning on the 10th line and going through 

the 19th.  Can you figure out whose name it is? 

[Hint:  The Hebrew letter is a vav.  In English it would be a W.] 

If you need help, ask a nearby docent for assistance.   
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In the space below, create your own acrostic.  First, choose the name of the person you want to write 

about.  Begin each row with the letters of that person’s name.  Then try and make a word or phrase 

beginning with that letter that describes the person.  Here’s an example in English.  The person’s name is 

Fawn.   An acrostic might look like this:   

 

Friendly all the time. 

Always plays fair. 

Writes great text messages. 

Never says bad words about her classmates. 

 

 

This space reserved for your personal acrostic 


