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NOTES

Read the texts around the image. Beginning in
the upper left corner, follow the commentary
counter clockwise. Read each text out loud
and discuss it with your partner. Make sure you
carefully look at the image and use its details
to support your opinions. You can choose
whether to use the following questions to
guide your discussion:
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TWO PATHS

The Mishneh Torah (literally, “Review of the Torah”) is
a fourteen-volume explanation of Jewish law written by
Moses ben Maimon (1135–1204), also known as
Maimonides and the Rambam. Maimonides regarded
the Mishneh Torah as his masterpiece; still influential
today, it is considered one of the most important and
innovative Jewish legal texts of all time. Concerned that
life in the Diaspora had made it difficult for Jews to
have access to or understand the breadth of rabbinic
literature, Maimonides wanted to produce a thorough
code of law that could be easily read and understood.
He wrote it in clear language and did not use any
bibliographic citations or present debates among
scholars.
1.	How did this passage define free will? How did it
suggest responding to those who turn to the path of
evil? How would you respond?
2.	How do you differentiate between the path of good
and the path of evil?
3. Is it possible that one person’s path will be 		
considered as “good” by some people and as “evil” by
others? How? Which path do you think Judah 		
Benjamin chose? Why?
4. Have you ever had to make a difficult moral choice?
How did you know which was the path of good? 		
Looking back, do you think you made the right 		
decision?
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REVOLUTION

Born in the Caribbean, Judah Benjamin (1811–1884)
grew up in Charleston, South Carolina, and became a
successful lawyer in New Orleans, Louisiana. He was
elected to the U.S. Senate and twice declined
nominations to the Supreme Court. Confederate
president Jefferson Davis asked Benjamin to join the
Confederate government, where he served as attorney
general, secretary of war, and finally as secretary of
state—the highest government position achieved by an
American Jew to that date. For a time, Benjamin and his
wife, Natalie St. Martin, owned Belle Chasse, a sugar
plantation whose work force included enslaved Africans.
1.	First, draw a picture of what it might look like to put
out a prairie fire with a gardener’s watering pot.
Next, label the different parts of the picture using
words from the first part of Benjamin’s text. What do
you think the fire represents? The watering pot?
How, if at all, did Benjamin suggest fighting the fire?
2.	Why do you think Benjamin associated secession
with “justice, prudence, and wisdom?” What do you
think Benjamin meant by “wrong and outrage?”
3.	How does it make you feel to see a Jewish man hold
such a prominent position in the Confederacy and be
featured on their money? How does it make you feel
to learn that he and other Jews enslaved people?
4. Have you ever felt like you have been wronged? Have
you ever felt outraged? Why? What did you do in 		
response?
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SILENCE

One of the most prominent Jewish leaders of the 19th
century, Isaac Mayer Wise (1819-1900) founded Hebrew
Union College and helped establish Reform Judaism in
America. Born in Bohemia (modern day Czech
Republic), Wise immigrated to America in 1846. He
advocated for religious reforms including choral
singing, mixed seating, and confirmation. He also strove
to unify the American Jewish community and creating a
union of American synagogues. During the Civil War, he
preferred to accommodate slaveholders rather than face
secession.
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1.	What reasons did Wise give for remaining silent
during the Civil War? Can you think of any other
reasons why someone would prefer not to take sides
in a conflict?
2. What do you think staying silent actually 			
accomplished?
3.	Read text #1 and remember the two paths
Maimonides believed people could choose. Which
path do you think Wise chose when he decided to
remain silent?
4. Have any of your friends or family members ever 		
disagreed about an important issue? How did you 		
react? Did you take sides or try to remain neutral?
What happened? Do you think it is ever appropriate
to stay silent during a conflict? Why or why not? 		
What are the consequences of silence?
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DISBELIEF

Bernhard Felsenthal (1822–1908), born and educated in
Germany, came to America in 1854 at age thirty-two. He
first settled in Madison, Indiana, then moved to
Chicago, where he worked first as a banker and then as
rabbi for two synagogues. Felsenthal strongly identified
as a Zionist and played an important role in
popularizing Reform Judaism in America. He strongly
opposed slavery and believed that Jews, by nature,
should never condone it.
1.	Underline the words that Felsenthal used to describe
Jews. Can you think of any holidays or Torah
passages that support his description? How did he
describe the treatment of Jews in America?
2. What was Felsenthal’s stance on slavery? How did he
explain his opinion?
3.	How do the other authors on the Talmud page
answer Felsenthal’s question? Do they agree with
each other or give different answers?
4.	Have you ever had a friend or family member support
something you strongly disagreed with? What was it?
How did you react?
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ARRESTED FOR TREASON

Eugenia Levy Phillips (1820–1902) was born in
Charleston, South Carolina, lived for a time in Mobile,
Alabama. In 1853, after her husband’s election to the
House of Representatives, she moved with him to
Washington, DC. Despite her husband’s support for the
Union, Phillips aligned herself with the South and even
spied for the Confederate Army—an activity for which
she was twice arrested.
1.	What language did Phillips use to describe the South?
2.	In your own words describe why Phillips believed she
was arrested. What reason do you think the Union
forces who arrested her would have given?
3.	Which do you think is stronger: loyalty to your
friends and family or your sense of what is right and
wrong?
4.	Do you think it is acceptable to arrest a person for
their beliefs? Why or why not? Are there any
exceptions?
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VICTORY IN DEFEAT

Septima Maria Levy Collis (1842–1917) grew up in
Charleston, South Carolina,and married an IrishAmerican man from Philadelphia. Despite her Southern
roots, she chose to support the North during the Civil
War. At nineteen, Collis accompanied her husband as he
led a Union regiment to the front lines and recorded her
experiences in a journal.
1.	Collis wrote that “we are today one people” instead
of “a dozen.” What do you think this means? How did
the South’s defeat contribute to this?
2.	When Collis reflected on her experiences during the
Civil War twenty years later, would you describe her
perspective as positive or negative? Why? Do you
think someone from the South would have a similar
or different perspective?
3.	Have you ever tried to find hope in a bad situation?
Why? Were you successful?
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FOLLOWING THE PATTERN

Jews did not unanimously embrace the civil rights
movement. Charles Lebedin (1901–1989), owned Leb’s
Restaurant in downtown Atlanta, Georgia. He refused to
integrate his establishment until the 1964 Civil Rights Act
required him to do so. In 1963, Jewish protestors
targeted Leb’s with signs like “As Jews we protest/
SHAME,” often facing members of the Ku Klux Klan.
Lebedin joined the Klan to protest a dinner celebrating
Martin Luther King Jr.’s receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize.
After the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Lebedin
fully integrated his restaurant, citing compliance with
state and federal laws. As a result, the restaurant lost its
few remaining customers and closed soon thereafter.
1.	What reason did Lebedin give for keeping his
restaurant segregated? What do you think Lebedin
meant by following a “pattern” in Atlanta? Where do
you think that pattern came from?
2. Lebedin said that maintaining a segregated restaurant
was “according to his own best judgment.” Why do
you think he made that judgment?
3.	What argument could you have made to Lebedin to
convince him to integrate his restaurant?
4. Have you ever been affected by peer pressure? What
did you do?
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MOVING ON

Eric K. Silverman, a professor of anthropology at
Wheelock College and of women’s studies at Brandeis
University, studies identity and culture. One of his
books focuses on how the clothing choices of Jews
communicate their sense of ethnic and gender identity.
He also wrote this article, titled “A Jewish Perspective
on Slavery Reparations.”
Reparations – money paid or help given to those who
have been wronged, typically because of a war, genocide,
or other tragedy caused by humans
1.	How are reparations a response to painful past
wrongdoings? Do you think that descendants of
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Confederates, or white people in general, owe
reparations to African Americans? Why or why not?
2.	Why do you think a society should try to find
reconciliation after a painful tragedy? Do you think
this is possible? Why or why not?
3.	What does it mean to move on? Do you think it is
even possible to do so?
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AN UGLY HISTORY

Art Spiegelman (b. 1948) is an American cartoonist who
won the Pulitzer Prize for his graphic novel Maus, which
explored his relationship with his father, a Holocaust
survivor. Spiegelman immigrated to the United States
with his parents in 1951 and settled in Queens, New York.
His parents wanted him to be a dentist, but he was
determined to become a cartoonist. A lifelong advocate
for cartoons as a form of literature, Spiegelman often
addresses significant social issues in his work.
Expurgate – remove objectionable material; censor
Jingoism – an extreme form of patriotism that
encourages violence against foreigners
1.	Why do you think people might want to ignore the
discrimination represented in some American
comics? What connection can you make between
ignoring this history and Silverman’s description of
“moving on” in text #8?
2. What do you think are the potential consequences of
ignoring this history?
3.	Do you think this quotation could apply to all
American history? Why or why not?
4. The $2.00 bill featuring Judah Benjamin is on view
at the National Museum of American Jewish History.
If the Museum chose not to display this, visitors 		
might never know it existed. How might that 		
censorship influence visitors’ understanding of 		
Benjamin’s role or of Jewish support for the 		
Confederacy?
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