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NOTES

Read the texts around the image. Beginning
in the upper left corner, follow the commentary
counter clockwise. Read each text out loud
and discuss it with your partner. Make sure
you carefully look at the image and use its
details to support your opinions. You can
choose whether to use the following questions
to guide your discussion:
01

THE JERUSALEM TALMUD

The word “Talmud” literally means “study” in Hebrew.
It is a compilation of commentaries written over
multiple generations that are about law but do not make
up a code of law or a legal commentary on the Torah.
1)	What about living in one’s own house would lead to
feeling joy (or happiness)?
2)	What do you think the Rabbis would say about
leaving home and moving into someone else’s house?
Why? This might be actually sharing a home or could
also be immigrating to a new country and making a
home in a completely new society.
3)	How could this commentary be applied to
immigration?
4)	What do you think are some pros and cons to living
in a new country?

02

STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND

Leviticus (Vayikra in Hebrew) is the third book of the
Torah and focuses on ritual law and practices. The
nineteenth chapter of Leviticus is sometimes referred to
as the Holiness Code because of the number of times the
word “holy” appears in the text. It contains laws ranging
from rules for agricultural practice (“you shall not
crossbreed your livestock with different species,”
Leviticus 19:19) to moral commands (“You shall not
oppress your fellow. You shall not rob,” Leviticus 19:13).

nmajh.org/openbook

2

NOTES

1)	What do you think the word “stranger” means in this
verse from Leviticus?
2)	When you hear the word “stranger,” what does it
make you feel?
3)	Have you ever felt like a “stranger?”
4)	Have you ever encountered people you think are
“strangers”? Have you ever encountered people
others consider to be “strangers?”
5)	Do you think the immigrants depicted in the image
felt like “strangers?”

03

THE NEW COLOSSUS

Emma Lazarus wrote “The New Colossus” in 1883.
Emma came from a Sephardic Jewish family that had
immigrated to America from Portugal around the time
of the American Revolution. Her poem describes the
Statue of Liberty as a beacon of hope to immigrants,
many of whom left family and difficult circumstances in
Europe; the poem was later inscribed on the Statue of
Liberty’s base.
4)	Read the poem and circle words that stand out to
you. What do you imagine when reading these words?
How do these words make you feel? What do you
think is the poem’s message?
2)	Why do you think this poem is inscribed on the
Statue of Liberty’s base?
3)	Look again at the image on the Talmud page. How are
Matron America and the Statue of Liberty similar and
different? Why do you think they are both women?
4)	Emma Lazarus’s family had been living in America
since the Revolutionary War. How does that
information change or add meaning to her poem?

04

THE PROMISED LAND

As a young child, Mary Antin emigrated with her family
from Belarus (at that time part of Russia) to the United
States. Unable to earn a living in Belarus, her father set
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off first in 1891, and then after three long years he had
saved enough to bring his wife and children to the
United States. In 1912, Mary Antin published The Promised
Land, a first-person account of the process of becoming
American. She devoted a large portion of the book to
her experiences being educated and then working in
New York City’s public schools, which played a major
role in her adaptation to life in the United States.
1)	What do you think Mary Antin meant when she
described school as the “fulfilment of my father’s
best promises to us?”
2)	What is Antin suggesting about herself when she
wrote that she chose her own books and built a world
of her own? What do you think it means to build a
world of one’s own?
3)	Why do you think Antin wrote, “Did I not become
the parent and they the children, in those relations of
teacher and learner?” What is she saying about the
process of becoming American? How do you think
this might apply to the figures in the Rosh Hashanah
card?
4)	Think about the school you attend. In what ways are
your feelings similar to those of Mary Antin and in
what ways are they different? Why might that be?

05

THE GREAT RACE

Madison Grant (1865 - 1937) published the 1916
bestselling book, The Passing of the Great Race that
popularized eugenics, a pseudo-science dedicated to
preserving Caucasian biological purity to grow
increasingly powerful. Grant brought his xenophobia to
the halls of Congress and helped craft the strictest
immigration quotas to date as well as laws outlawing
interracial marriage.
1)	Who do you think Grant meant by “native
Americans?”
2)	What do you think it means to understand someone
else’s ideals? Do you think it is important to do so?
Why or why not? Is that what Grant meant?
3)	What emotion do you think Grant was trying to
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communicate? Can you explain why?

06

100 PERCENT AMERICAN

In this 1925 speech to the American Legion, a veterans
organization, President Coolidge praised his audience’s
service during World War I. He stressed that embracing
difference was key to maintaining peace and America’s
new position as a world power. However, President
Coolidge also oversaw a period of ongoing racial
intolerance, lynching, xenophobia, and the strictest antiimmigrant legislation ever enacted in the United States.
1)	What did President Coolidge mean by “we are all
now in the same boat?”
2)	Later in the speech, President Coolidge stated,
“Divine Providence has not bestowed upon any race a
monopoly of patriotism and character.” What do you
think he meant by this? How does reading this phrase
make you feel?
3)	Thinking about our lives today, are all Americans still
“in the same boat?”

07

OF THE DAWN OF FREEDOM

W. E. B. Du Bois was an outspoken advocate for civil
rights and Pan-African unity. He was the first African
American scholar to receive a PhD from Harvard
University and a founder of the NAACP (National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People).
A highly respected writer and activist, Du Bois used
his writing to protest lynching, Jim Crow laws, and
economic and political discrimination.
1)	Du Bois wrote this in 1903. Why do you think he
believed the “color line” was the most significant
issue of the twentieth century?
2)	Look at the Rosh Hashanah card. Do you see
anything that supports or challenges Du Bois’s
concept of a “color line?”
3)	Imagine you are a Jewish immigrant arriving in the
United States in 1903. Do you think that the “color
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line” would affect you? Benefit you? Challenge you?
How?
4)	Do you think the “color line” is still a major problem
in the twenty-first century?

08

THEM AND US

Jorge Ramos, a TV news anchor, immigrated to the
United States from Mexico as a working adult in 1983.
Lev Golinkin, a writer originally from the Soviet Union,
immigrated at a young age with his family in 1989. They
each wrote about their experiences as immigrants.
1)	Does Jorge Ramos believe that it is possible to fully
“become American?” Why or why not?
2) Is this something that immigrants should aspire to?
3)	Why do you think Golinkin’s parents used “them”
and “us”? What does this suggest about their feelings
toward “being American?”
4)	Why might someone never forget that they are an
immigrant?
5)	Do you think Jewish immigrants, like the ones on the
Rosh Hashanah card, would agree with Ramos and
Golinkin?

IF TIME PERMITS:
After you have explored the “Matron America” image
with classmates, look at it again with your partner and
share: What else do you see that was not mentioned
before? What questions do you have about what you see?
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