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Read the texts around the image. Beginning in
the upper left corner, follow the commentary
counter clockwise. Read each text out loud
and discuss it with your partner. Make sure you
carefully look at the image and use its details
to support your opinions. You can choose
whether to use the following questions to
guide your discussion:
01

THE LAW AND THE LAND

Often known as the Rashba, Rabbi Solomon ben
Abraham ibn Adret (1235–1310) is best known for
writing thousands of responsa (answers from rabbis to
questions or problems about Jewish life and related
topics). He also wrote several books about Jewish
dietary laws and keeping Shabbat, as well as
commentaries on the Talmud. His reputation as a
scholar earned him the unofficial title “The Rabbi of
Spain,” although he communicated with Jewish
communities throughout Europe, Africa, and Asia.
1.	What do you think “the law of the land is law”
meant? Can you give an example?
2.	What do you think the Rashba meant when he wrote
“the government has the power to enforce laws in its
locale?” What do you think should happen if the
public disagreed with those laws?
3. Besides “the law of the land,” can you think of other
types of laws? (Hint: think about where this 		
quotation comes from.) What happens if laws 		
contradict one another?

02

LET’S ALL BE AMERICANS NOW

This song, written by Irving Berlin, Edgar Leslie, and
George W. Meyer in 1917, was meant to invoke unity and
patriotism during a time of international crisis and
American mobilization—before the United States
joined World War I and just after millions of immigrants
had come to the United States. Berlin (1888–1989), the
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song’s primary lyricist, was himself a Russian immigrant
and cantor’s son. He wrote a Broadway show in order to
raise money for the American war effort. “God Bless
America,” originally written for that show, did not make
the final cut but later became a patriotic anthem when
it debuted in 1938.
1.	What do you think it meant to “be Americans now?”
Do you think these words mean the same thing today
as they did in 1917?
2.	What are some ways that people within a country can
be divided by disagreements? Tell your partner about
an issue or event that you believe is powerful enough
to unite a divided country. Why did you choose that
issue or event?
3.	Do you think the United Behind the Service Star poster
supports or opposes this song? Why?
4.	Are you part of any clubs, sports teams, or other
groups? What does it mean to be a part of that
community? What happens when members disagree?
What does it take for members to unite together?

03

REMEMBER...

Emma Goldman (1869–1940) grew up in the Russian
Empire and immigrated to the United States in 1885.
She quickly became infuriated by the inequality she saw
around her and dangerous working conditions in
factories. Goldman rose to prominance as an anarchist
and political activist. She advocated on behalf of
working people and called for the end of capitalism as a
solution to economic inequality. Goldman strongly
supported women’s independence and right to birth
control. But she also opposed giving women the right to
vote because she did not believe in supporting the
government, which she saw as a broken system. After
being arrested several times for her activism, she and
others considered “foreign radicals” were forcibly
deported to Russia in 1919.
1.	According to Goldman, what dilemma did she and
other immigrants face when they came to America?
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2. What was Goldman’s opinion about how a person can
serve their country?
3.	Which is more important and why: following your
country’s laws or speaking up when you disagree with
them?

04

THIS IS THE WAR

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise (1874–1949) was a Reform rabbi
and national Jewish leader. He was active in the
American Zionist movement and an early champion for
civil rights who served on the board of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). Wise also helped create the American Jewish
Congress, which aimed “to represent Jews as a group
and not as individuals.” Later, he led the call for a
boycott of German goods after the Nazis ascended to
power.
Holocaust – destruction or slaughter on a mass scale
Magnanimity – generosity
1.	What do you think is the difference between “a war”
and “the war?” How does it feel to read this text,
knowing that there have been more wars since World
War I?
2. Why might someone want to “take up arms?” How do
you think war can lead to peace or benefit “countless
generations unborn?”
3.	Think of a time when the Hebrew Bible or the story
of a Jewish holiday supported war and explain it to
your partner. What about a Jewish story that
advocates for peaceful resolution of a conflict?
4.	Have you ever made a personal sacrifice for
something you believed in? When and why?

05

TWO AMERICAS

James Baldwin (1924–1987) grew up in Harlem, New
York, where he experienced racial harassment, police
brutality, and discrimination based on sexual
orientation. In 1948, he decided to move to France,
where he believed he could live more freely. Baldwin
poured his pain and sharp social observations into his
novels and poetry, highlighting the pervasiveness of
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racism and homophobia in America. He is most wellknown for his novels, such as Go Tell It on the Mountain
and Another Country.
1.	What are the two versions of America that Baldwin
described? How are they different? Why do you think
this is so?
2.	Why do you think Baldwin wrote that black people’s
experiences have not been recognized by other
Americans?
3.	Why do you think Baldwin says that one must have
courage to believe others’ painful experiences? Why
do you think he believed white Americans and Jews
would be reluctant to believe black people’s painful
experiences?
4.	How do you learn about current events? How do you
react when you hear terrible news? Which do you
think is easier: to act in response to the news or to
pretend nothing happened? Which do you think is
better to do?

06

DON’T THROW AWAY YOUR SHOT

Lin-Manuel Miranda (b. 1980) wrote the smash hit
Hamilton. The musical tells the story of Alexander
Hamilton and the founding of the United States,
featuring actors of color portraying the founding
fathers. To highlight themes like immigration,
revolution, and idealism, Miranda drew on a variety of
musical styles, from hip-hop to doo-wop. In this song,
Hamilton has just moved to New York City in the hope
of fulfilling his personal aspirations and becomes
passionately involved in the struggle for American
independence.
1.	What are the five freedoms guaranteed to citizens of
the United States by the First Amendment? Try to
identify examples of each freedom’s impact on your
own life.
2.	Pick one of the five freedoms and image how
American society would change if it were taken away.
3.	What do you think is the significance of creating a
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musical to advance a particular message? How is this
similar to or different from promoting a message on
a poster?
4.	How can you “raise a glass to freedom” in your own
life?

07

ESPIONAGE ACT

In 1917, America experienced a wave of nativism as the
country was considering entry into World War I. People
were scared that foreigners would bring Europe’s war to
the United States. Congress responded by passing the
Espionage Act, using the war as an opportunity to
discourage political dissent. The following year, Congress
passed the Sedition Act, which made it illegal to publicly
criticize the war effort or the draft. Both laws were
criticized for limiting free speech but they have not been
repealed.
The $10,000 fine listed in the Act would be almost
$200,000 in today’s dollars.
1.	What do you think the authors and supporters of the
Espionage Act hoped to achieve?
2. Do you think the description in this act is specific or
vague? Why do you think this is so?
3.	How do you think this act affected freedom of
speech?
4. If you were alive in 1917, do you think this law would
encourage or deter you from voicing your opinion?

08

WHAT I LOVE

Michael Bennett Jr. is an American football player.
When former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin
Kaepernick began kneeling during the national anthem
to protest police brutality, Bennett decided to join the
protest. He has since become an outspoken advocate
for social justice, especially for people of color and
women, and has urged fellow athletes and celebrities to
use their platform to advocate for social action.
1.	What does it mean to love one’s country?
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2.	Can you both love your country and be disappointed
in it at the same time? Do you think this is easy or
difficult? Why?
3.	Do you think it is appropriate for celebrities to use
their popularity to voice their opinions? Why or why
not?
4.	Can you think of other celebrities who have voiced
their opinions? What did they say, and how did their
fans react? Would you speak out against something
you disagreed with, even if it meant risking losing
your friends or angering members of your family?
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