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ONLINE EXHIBITION DEDICATED  

IN HONOR OF D. WALTER COHEN AT 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY 

 
 

The National Museum of American Jewish History (NMAJH), is pleased to present an online exhibition 

of artifacts that celebrates the achievement of women in medicine, in celebration of National Nurses 

Week, which begins on May 6. The installation, which is a tribute to the late D. Walter Cohen z”l, will be 

on view at the Museum when it is safe to re-open to the public. Dr. Cohen was a longtime supporter and 

Board member of NMAJH, who served as the Board President for ten years and took a special interest in 

advancing the careers of women in medicine. 

 

Using artifacts and art, the exhibition gives visitors a peek into the rarely-told story of over 70,000 

women who served our nation as military nurses during World War II. Uniforms, tools of the trade 

including a first aid kit, and snapshot photographs of an Army hospital in India bring to life the wartime 

experiences of Lieutenant Martha G. Metter, Lieutenant Minnie Kauffman, and Cadet Nurse Beverly 

Mach. Metter and Kauffman both served in the Army Nurse Corps, while Mach enrolled in the Cadet 

Nurse Corps -- a program that provided training to women who then replenished the stateside ranks of 

the thousands of skilled nurses who left their civilian jobs to serve in the military during the war.  
 

The World Health Organization has designated 2020 “The Year of the Nurse and Midwife” in celebration 

of the vital importance of nurses and midwives in maintaining the health of communities all over the 

world, as well as the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth. Nurses like Metter, Kauffman, and 

Mach have always been important advocates for their patients’ wellbeing, and nurses and midwives 



spend more time with patients than physicians do, gaining valuable insight into their conditions and 

helping them to understand their medical options. 

 

“With deep gratitude for his longtime support and service, the National Museum of American Jewish 

History is proud to honor D. Walter Cohen z”l in this way. For three decades, NMAJH was fortunate to 

have a warm relationship with Dr. Cohen, who served as the president of the Museum’s Board of 

Trustees for 10 years, launching the capital campaign that led to its present building on historic 

Independence Mall in Philadelphia. His friendly demeanor, professional wisdom, thoughtfulness, and 

humility were cherished by all who came in contact with him,” stated Dr. Josh Perelman, chief curator 

and director of exhibitions and interpretation at NMAJH. 

During his 35-year career at the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Cohen mentored generations of dental 

students. He taught and advised at academic institutions in Philadelphia and around the world and took 

a special interest in creating opportunities for women. In 1994, he co-founded the Executive Leadership 

Program for Women in Academic Medicine (ELAM). More than 700 women have graduated from the 

program, many of them advancing to leadership positions in medical and dental schools around the 

country.  

 

To view the online exhibition, click here. 

For images, click here. 

### 

About the National Museum of American Jewish History 
The National Museum of American Jewish History (NMAJH), located on historic Independence Mall in Philadelphia, 
brings to life the more than 360-year history of Jews in America. Tracing the stories of how Jewish immigrants 
became Jewish Americans, the Museum invites visitors of all backgrounds to share their own stories and reflect on 
how their histories and identities shape and are shaped by the American experience. An open door for all, NMAJH 
honors the past and contributes to a better future by sharing the power of imagination and ideas, culture and 
community, leadership and service, in ways that turn inspiration into action. 

For more information on hours and admission, visit NMAJH.org or call 215.923.3811. Connect with the Museum on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 


